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'It is generally censured to be much inferior to the other,
though he could not hear with patience any such thing when
related to him; possibly the subject may not afford such
variety of invention, but it is thought by the most judicious
to be little or nothing inferior to the other for style and
decorum.' (Life, prefixed to Letters of State, 1694, p. xxxix.)
This does not bear out the inference that Milton himself pre-
ferred Paradise Regained to Paradise Lost.
P. 48,1. 7. Wordsworth was perhaps thinking of this when
he wrote the last line of his sonnet on Milton:
'So didst thou travel on life's common way
In cheerful godliness; and yet thy heart
The lowliest duties on herself did lay/
Compare also Johnson's praise of Dr. Watts : ' Every man
acquainted with the common principles of human action will
look with veneration on the writer, who is at one time com-
bating Locke, and at another making a catechism for children
in their fourth year. A voluntary descent from the dignity
of science is perhaps the hardest lesson that humility can
teach.' (Lives of the Poets, ed* 1794.)
1. 18. This volume, a duodecimo, contains a portrait of
Milton by Dolle reduced from the one by Faithorne prefixed
to his e History of Britain.3
Peter Ramus, born in Picardy in 1515, killed in the
massacre of St. Bartholomew's day 1572, was an educational
reformer. He attacked the philosophy of Aristotle, and
formulated a new system of logic in opposition to his. The
logic of Aristotle was maintained in the Catholic universities,
while that of Ramus was adopted in the Protestant univer-
sities of Europe during the last part of the sixteenth century.
The new logic found a ready reception in Cambridge, and
that university became in the earlier part of the seventeenth
century specially noted for the study of the Ramistic logic.
(Bass Mullinger, History of the University of Cambridge,
ii. 404-412.)
1. 22. * Of True Religion, Heresy, Schism, Toleration, and
what best means may be used against the growth of Popery,*
1673. This -tract was called forth by the controversies